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death being taken as a confirmation of the suspicion
about its possession. The great Hindu reformer Chai-
tanya was thus exposed, and would probably have died
had not a Brahman happened to pass at the time, who
asserted that the infant was an incarnation of Vishnu.

Another crime should be mentioned that is almost
peculiar to India: the employment of professional
beaters, or latials, as they are called. Two schoolboys
quarrel, call each other the foulest names, and when we
should expect to see them fight and become friends, one
of them will engage a number of stalwart men to waylay
the offender and give him a thrashing. In the villages
it is a common practice if a small ryot refuse to pay
his rent, or in any way offend his landlord : or if a quarrel
arise between him and some neighbour, for a number
of these ruffians to be hired, who set fire to his house
to drive him out, and then beat him. This plan of
setting fire to a house, and, in the excitement, robbing
its owner, is very common, and has earned a special
name, dacoity.

But there is a brighter and more attractive side of
Hindu morality. If there are conspicuous vices, there
are also conspicuous virtues common amongst them.
Residents in cities who have to do mainly with the
lower orders, and perhaps the worst class of those,
regard the Hindus as idle; but this is not their general
character. In the country the men commence their
work as soon as it is light, and continue in the fields
ploughing, sowing, weeding, transplanting, reaping,
according to the season, until about eleven o'clock;
they then return home, feed their cattle, bathe, take
their first meal, and lie down to rest About two o'clock
they resume work, and continue until dusk. On one or
two days a week they trudge to the nearest village